
To the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court

REPORT / REQUEST

By

1. Renato de Souza Battista, Brazilian citizen

FOR THE INITIATION OF AN INVESTIGATION

AGAINST

1. Jair Messias Bolsonaro, president of the Federative Republic of Brazil

Statement of facts

As is well known, Brazil was seriously hit by the Covid-19 pandemic. To date,

nearly six hundred thousand people have died as a result of the pandemic.

The pandemic spread across Brazilian territory in early 2020. It was expected

that the President of the Republic, mr. Jair Messias Bolsonaro, follow the

recommendations of the health authorities - Brazilian and international - and adopt

measures capable of mitigating it.

That's not what happened. The president of Brazil adopted a denial stance,

going on television and radio to say that the pandemic was not dangerous and that

the effects resulting from contagion with the coronavirus were similar to that of a

common cold.
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Source: Washington Post

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/brazils-bolsonaro-channeling-trump-dismisses-c

oronavirus-measures--its-just-a-little-cold/2020/03/25/65bc90d6-6e99-11ea-a156-0048b62cdb51_stor

y.html

Brazil, being a mostly poor country with a population with little access to

newspapers and magazines, has a television network that covers the entire national

territory. The poorest part of the population - the majority - is basically informed by

television. Seeing the President of the Republic belittling the effects of the pandemic

on television, the Brazilian people felt comfortable abandoning sanitary measures,

which brought catastrophic results.

Mr. Bolsonaro, however, was not convinced due to the huge increase in the

number of infections and deaths. When vaccines began to be developed, the federal

government showed an unwillingness to acquire them, adopting an attitude of

skepticism towards them.
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Source: NY Times

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/18/world/americas/brazil-covid-variants-vaccinations.html

Thus, Brazilian state governors began negotiating with foreign laboratories to

acquire ready-made vaccines and raw materials for their manufacture. Such

paradiplomacy efforts were received with hostility by the federal government and

were only carried out after intervention by the Judiciary.

When the Brazilian population finally began to be vaccinated - with a delay in

relation to the rest of the world - the Bolsonaro government continued to publicly

question the effectiveness of the vaccines, suggesting to the population not to take it.

Worse still, Bolsonaro started to defend the use of drugs that were not only proven to

be ineffective but could also endanger the health of those who took it, as is the case

of hydroxychloroquine. Also, mr. Bolsonaro himself refused to be vaccinated:
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Source: Washington Post

(https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/08/16/coronavirus-brazil-bolsonaro-vaccine/ )

Because of this alone, it can be said that President Bolsonaro contributed to

the deaths of thousands of people. However, the situation becomes even more

serious. When the federal government finally began negotiating the purchase of

vaccines - after ignoring dozens of e-mails sent by large manufacturers, such as

Pfizer - agents linked to the government and Bolsonaro's family began to undertake

hidden negotiations, in order to profit with the acquisition of vaccines through bribes.
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Source: Folha de São Paulo

(https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/brazil/2021/06/bolsonaro-government-asked-for-bribe-

of-1-per-dose-says-vaccine-seller.shtml)

As more than 4,000 people died each day and Brazil became the world's

epicenter of the pandemic, Mr. Bolsonaro and his inner circle benefited financially

from the vaccines.

Recently, the Brazilian National Congress started an investigation commission

that is bringing these facts to the public knowledge. It so happens that, even with the

publicity given to the facts, the chance of punishment of Mr. Bolsonaro by the

Brazilian system is small. Criminal punishment would depend on a case filed by the

attorney general and authorized by the Chamber of Deputies. Well then, Mr.

Bolsonaro led to the post an attorney general aligned with his ideas and known for

being inert in government oversight.
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Source: Folha de São Paulo

https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/brazil/2021/08/senate-confirms-reappointment-of-attor

ney-general-for-another-2-years.shtml

Furthermore, a broad scheme of distribution of positions for federal deputies

was started, in order to prevent the Chamber of Deputies from authorizing the

initiation of criminal proceedings.

Legal evaluation

Art. 6 of the Rome Statute is very clear in stating that the crime of genocide is

characterized, among other cases, by the murder of members of a group or

subjection to situations that generate their destruction, intentionally.
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Well then, mr. Bolsonaro, knowing the status of the pandemic, continually

ignored the evidence. At times, he even suggested that widespread dissemination of

the coronavirus would be beneficial, because it would create immunity in the

population without the need for a vaccine.

Art. 25 of the Statute also makes it clear that the incitement to its practice is a

typifying element. Now, Mr. Bolsonaro urged people not to take vaccines and to use

ineffective medicines, as well as to ignore social distancing measures. He did so

knowing the growing and catastrophic numbers of the infected and the dead and the

collapse of the health care system. He did all of this with solid scientific information

about the coronavirus, the effectiveness of vaccines, and the ineffectiveness of drugs

like chloroquine, as well as the need for social isolation. Such information was given

to him by national and international bodies.

It is not possible to plead lack of knowledge or ignorance, therefore.

The reasons that led mr. Bolsonaro to have such an attitude are not yet fully

known. Partial investigations carried out by the Brazilian Senate's commission of

inquiry indicate that Bolsonaro wanted to profit from kickbacks levied for the

purchase of vaccines. If this is true, this fact is even more serious, because he

generated a genocide with the intention of profit. Even if it isn't, the crime of genocide

is still featured.

There is enough evidence to initiate a formal investigation.

For all the above reasons, we request:

a) Opening of an investigation, pursuant to art. 53 of the Rome Statute, or the

attachment of this complaint to any investigation already opened, with the

facts now being narrated the subject of investigation;

b) Issuance of an arrest warrant against Jair Messias Bolsonaro, to prevent

these acts from continuing to occur, pursuant to art. 58. 1, III, of the Rome

Statute
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Renato de Souza Battista
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